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Catholic Campaign for Immigration Reform

A Journey of Hope: Justice for Immigrants
During this Advent/Christmas season, the Diocesan Catholic Campaign for Immigration Reform (CCIR) would like your help in heightening the awareness of immigration. Since last year, CCIR has worked incessantly to educate the Catholic community on the benefits of immigration and immigrants, and seek immigration reform for the 12 million undocumented immigrants living in our country. With the recent passage of the Fence Law bill, which calls for the construction of a 700-mile fence between Mexico and the USA, we are challenged more than ever to continue with our task. As Cardinal Theodore McCarrick stated, “…before we can change our laws we must also change attitudes, including those of many of our own flock.” 

As we start the new liturgical year with Advent, we hope that immigration is a natural theme for the Advent season along with the arrival of light in the midst of darkness. We are reminded of the arrival of our Savior, with the Holy Family, who is knocking on our doors each day in the persons of the immigrants. The Gospel challenges us to be transformed by the light of Jesus daily and to let God transform our society through us. 

The following are suggestions that can be implemented in your parish or school. We hope these tools are helpful in your efforts to educate your parishioners or school with the message of Advent.  We also thank the Archdiocese of Chicago for sending us these materials.  
· Homily Helps and Prayers of the Faithful (weekly)


Pages: 2-7

· A Lesson for the Children in School and Religious Education
Pages: 8

· Multicultural Christmas Celebrations




Pages: 9-10

· Additional Parish/School Resources (websites, books, videos) 
Pages:11-12

Please share these resources with the appropriate staff members or parish committees. 

If your parish or school needs speakers to cover the issue of immigration during the year, please contact  Tim Hellmann at thellmann@ccsj.org, or Linda Batton at batton@dsj.org  



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

CHRIST, THE CENTER OF ADVENT HOPE

“Hold the little lights of our lives toward the great mystery of God’s light” – T. S. Elliott
Jeremiah 33:14-16

· The messianic hope of Israel is the same hope for today’s immigrants.

· The messianic hope centers as much on the nation and land as on the person.

· The past history of invasion and devastation will be transformed into peace and security.

1 Thessalonians 3:12 – 4:2
· This is a prayer for the community to grow in love, both for members of the community and those outside the community.

Luke 21:25-28,34-36

· The opening verses suggest the current state of the world: war, famine, horrific storms, social upheaval.

· The Lord is our justice.

· The frail lights of those marginalized by outdated immigration law during this Advent vigil are held high as they cope with their fears for the present day and their hope for the world to come.
· We gather in the name of the one who is our Security, Strength, Holiness, and Ransom.
Anxiety and anticipation do go together. They are two reactions to a life under pressure. But one sees only darkness and despair. The other sees light and hope.

We can never fully predict disastrous event, but we can prepare for them. We can live a high moral life, as if tomorrow does matter. And we can pray for the strength to live through the darker days.  Ultimately we can live as if Jesus is fully present. We can live with hope fully present. (Larry Broding © 1999-2006, word-sunday.com/Lectionary Resource for Catholics) 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING AND MIGRATION

1. PERSONS HAVE THE RIGHT TO FIND OPPORTUNITIES IN THEIR HOMELAND
This principle states that a person has a right not to migrate. In other words, economic, social, and political conditions in their homeland should provide an opportunity for a person to work and support his or her family in dignity and safety. In public policy terms, efforts should be made to address global economic inequities through just trade practices, economic development, and debt relief. Peacemaking efforts should be advanced to end conflict, Which forces persons to flee their homes. 

2. PERSONS HAVE THE RIGHT TO MIGRATE TO SUPPORT THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES 

When persons are unable to find work and support themselves and their families, they have a right to migrate to other countries and work. This right is not absolute ,as stated by Pope John XXIII, when he said this right to emigrate applies when “there are just reasons for it.”  In the current condition of the world, in which global poverty is rampant and political unrest has resulted in wars and persecution, migrants who are forced to leave their homes out of necessity and seek only to survive and support their families must be given special consideration.  

3. SOVEREIGN NATIONS HAVE A RIGHT TO CONTROL THEIR BORDERS 

The Church recognizes the right of the sovereign to protect and control its borders in the service of the common good of its citizens. However, this is not an absolute right.   Nations also have an obligation to the universal common good, as articulated by Pope John XXII in Pacem in Terris, and thus should seek to accommodate migration to the greatest extent possible. Powerful economic nations, such as the United States, have a higher obligation to serve the universal common good, according to Catholic social teachings. In the current global economic environment, in which labor demands in the United States attract foreign laborers, the United States should establish an immigration system that provides legal avenues for persons to enter the nation legally in a safe, orderly, and dignified manner to obtain jobs and reunite with family members. 

4. REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS SHOULD BE AFFORDED PROTECTION 

Persons who flee their home countries because they fear persecution should be afforded safe haven and protection in another country. Conflict and political unrest in many parts of the world force persons to leave their homes for fear of death or harm.  The United States should employ a refugee and asylum system that protects asylum seekers, refugees, and other forced migrants and offers them a haven from persecution. 

5. THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE HUMAN DIGNITY OF UNDOCUMENTED MIGRANTS SHOULD BE RESPECTED 

Persons who enter a nation without proper authorization or who over-stay their visas should be treated with respect and dignity. They should not be detained in deplorable conditions for lengthy periods of time, shackled by their feet and hands, or abused in any manner. They should be afforded due process of the law and, if applicable, allowed to articulate a fear of return to their home before a qualified adjudicator. They should not be blamed for the social ills of a nation. (Statement of the United States Council of Catholic Bishops)

INTERCESSION FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

For the light of hope to be a beacon to all during this journey of hope so that violence and poverty that displaces so many people from their homes and homelands many come to an end…we pray to the Lord. 

PRAYER 

Lord, give us the eyes of Jesus to see our neighbors and the strangers we meet. Teach us what it means to love the stranger as we love ourselves. Forgive us for our selfishness, for our silence, for not caring enough for the strangers who come to our communities. Teach us to love and care for the stranger the way you do. Amen! 

(From the Peace and Justice Support Network of the Mennonite Church USA)

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
WE ARE ONE WITHOUT DISTINCTION

Baruch 5:1-9 

Strangers No Longer: Together in Journey of Hope 

Teaching Chapter II – Reflections in the light of the word of God and Catholic social Teaching 

The word of god and the Catholic social teaching it inspires illuminate an understanding-one that is ultimately full of hope-that recognizes the lights and shadows that are a part of the ethical, social, political, economic, and cultural dimensions of migrations between our two countries.  These lights and shadows are seen in faith as part of the dynamics of creation and grace on the one hand, and of sin and death on the other, that form the backdrop of all salvation history. 

Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11                                                                                           

Teaching: Chapter III - Stranger No Longer: Together in Journey of Hope

Conversion is part of a process of the mind and the heart in confronting attitudes of cultural superiority, indifference, and racism; accepting migrants not as foreboding aliens, terrorists, or economic threats, but rather as person with dignity and rights, revealing the presence of Christ; recognizing migrants as bearers of deep cultural values and rich faith traditions. 

Luke 3:1-6 

Teaching: Chapter III – Stranger No longer: Together in Journey of Hope 

Conversion of mind and heart leads to communion expressed through hospitality on the part of receiving communities and a sense of belonging and welcome on the part of those in the communities where migrants are arriving. 

Pastoral agents like John the Baptist can be instruments for peace and justice to promote systemic change by making legislators and other government official aware of what they see in the community. 

We celebrate diversity within our communities, however we must confess that today, as in the past the treatment of the immigrant too often reflects failures of understanding and sinful partners of chauvinism, prejudice and discrimination that deny the unity of the human family, of which the one baptism is our enduring sign.  Pope John Paul II, “show the urgent need for a transformation of structures and a change of mentality. 

REFLECTION

The word of God came to John in the wilderness. John was preeminently the servant of the Word, the word of God, who became flesh for our sake and for our salvation. Why was he in the wilderness? John was called from an early age to devote himself to prayer and to living the word of God. God taught him in the solitude of the desert and prepared him for ministry. John stood at the door of a new era of grace and salvation. He is the last of the prophets who bridges the Old and the New Testament.

· How do we witness the Word of God by supporting immigrant families?

· How do we urge communities to offer hospitality, not hostility to migrant and immigrant families, along their journey?

· How do we integrate migrant and immigrant children and youth as they straddle two cultures? 

· How do we offer them opportunities for leadership and service in the community?
REFLECTION/SONG:  A NOBLE DECEPTION 

Joaquin was only fifteen                                                                                                                  

Pedro was sixteen                                                                                                                            

They were coming to the United States.                                                                                                

They left from Monterrey                                                                                                                     

They had great dreams                                                                                                                     

From hearing so much talk.                                                                                                       

They wanted to go to Houston, Texas                                                                                                   

And begin working there. 

Joaquin thought it was easy                                                                                                           

To cross the Rio Grande.                                                                                                                    

But the river was full                                                                                                                          

And he could not make it.                                                                                                                  

Pedro tried at the failure                                                                                                                                 He almost went insane                                                                                                                                     Upon seeing his brother drown                                                                                                                 

In that treacherous river. 

It was one year since my brother                                                                                                            

Was called back to heaven.                                                                                                               

My poor parents don’t know                                                                                                                

He never reached Houston.                                                                                                              

I assume my brother’s name                                                                                                              

When I write my parents.                                                                                                                  

I don’t tell them the truth.                                                                                                                 

They think he’s still alive.

After a long absence                                                                                                                                

I returned ready to tell all,                                                                                                                         

All that is                                                                                                                                       

Locked up in my heart.                                                                                                                               My poor mother crying                                                                                                                

Hugged and kissed me.

“You have returned at last, my son!”                                                                                                    

And her tears did fall.                                                                                                                             

And when she asked for Joaquin                                                                                                       

I forced myself to smile.                                                                                                                   

I had to continue to pretend                                                                                                                          So as not to see her suffer.

I pretend I am him                                                                                                                           

When I write to my parents.                                                                                                                     

I do not tell them the truth.                                                                                                                 

They think he is still alive.  

From the book, Border of Death, Valley of Life – An Immigrant Journey of Heart and Spirit, by Daniel Groody
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DO NOT DESPAIR FOR THE LORD PROVIDES US HOPE!
Zephaniah 3:14-18a

Philippians 4:4-7

Luke 3:10-18

My brother lived in the United States for a period of two years. He came on J-1 exchange visa. After unsuccessful application to have his visa status adjusted, my brother left the country. He applied and granted an F-1 which is a student visa. In May 1, together with his family were denied entry at O’Hare International airport. I tried to negotiate with the immigration officers but it was too late. Their visas had already been cancelled. The reason for this denial was he overstayed his visa for two months. I wondered why the US embassy, in Kenya gave him a visa to come back in the first place, what a contradiction of authority! A lady from Kenya, my home town, a lecturer at New Mexico for a number of years was deported back to Kenya. Her lawyer failed to inform her that her application to adjust her status was denied. She was picked up September 14, 06, at 5.00 am until she was deported last week Monday, October 23. We have in this country, millions of undocumented immigrants who are hiding their identity because a good number of them are being arrested and deported to their countries where there is no hope. President Bush willingly signed as law, to construct a wall along the border with Mexico. Have Americans forgotten the Berlin wall between Easts and West German they helped to dismantle! Can Mexican/USA wall be justified in any way? People would like to go back to their countries, but they can’t because of little hope there. Deportation or even being denied entry after one has been granted a valid visa by the USA embassy oversees is a sin against humanity. People come here because it is totally necessary.

Prophet Zephaniah gives a message of hope as he encourages Jerusalem to rejoice because salvation is near. God stands in her midst and will deliver her. Security will be restored and Jerusalem secured. There is no need of fear or discouragement. Security, peace and joy of the immigrants will find their source of divine presence taking up residence once more in the borders of this country. We need not fear, let us trust in the Lord. The presence of the Lord will bring transformation, with all judgment, enemies, misfortune and discouragement being banished. In place of these miseries, the Lord will bring joy, exultation and love. That is the good news to all of us because we are people of hope. As Christians we have a message of hope to so many people facing deportation, expulsion, discrimination from this country. Paul tells the Philippians to rejoice because the Lord is near. That prayer is necessary and that the peace of God will reign. In the Gospel John the Baptist announces the good news with the coming of the Lord. He warns those responsible with the security of our borders to act with justice and generosity. Thus, according to John, all who look forward in hope, the coming of Jesus is good news and the cause for our rejoicing. Let us keep up the hope for our campaign on immigration comprehensive reform. My brothers and sisters in Christ, preparing for the Lord means caring for the needy and acting with justice. Amen. (Rev. Livingstone Kombo, St. Giles Parish, Oak Park)

INTERCESSIONS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Paul said to the Philippians, “If there is anything you need, pray for it.” In obedience to these words, let us offer our prayers to the Lord.

For the Pope, the Bishops and the priests, that they may show lead in being the voice of the voiceless and especially to millions of immigrants in this country.

For political leaders: that they may strive to rid the world of all kinds of divisions: race, status or class, nationality, sex, and religion.

For those protecting the borders and port of entry: that they may never abuse their power, but may be true keepers of peace and justice.

For those who are suffering from depression as a result of deportation and expulsion from this country or those who are grieving for the loss of the beloved in the borders; that the Lord may turn their sorrows into joy.

For all Christians: that they may have courage to always call for justice, fairness and peace.
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

BY OUR “YES” TO GOD’S WILL WE STAND IN SOLIDARITY 

WITH THOSE ON THEIR JOURNEY OF HOPE

The Catholic Bishops of Mexico and the United States have prepared a pastoral letter concerning migration entitled, Strangers No Longer: Together on the Journey of Hope.  Today’s readings can be read with an eye to the theme of journey, wherein the Gospel surprises us with the unexpected encounter with God.
Micah 5: 1-4a

“You, Bethlehem-Ephrata too small too be among the clans of Judah…” Bethlehem is the city of David, grown insignificant in the years between David and Jesus, abandoned by the Lord until the coming of the Messiah.  After that time, and through the agency of that little, insignificant town, the greatness of the Lord “shall reach to the ends of the earth.”  What is lowly is raised up by the great power of God. In the following chapter, Micah tells us how we can be a part of this great plan of God:  “What is good has been explained to you; this is what Yahweh asks of you; only this, to act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God.”
Luke 1: 39-45

Luke uses the geography of the Holy Land to compare our encounter with Christ to the fruits of a journey initiated by Jesus.  In Luke, the adult Jesus travels from Galilee to Jerusalem in search of followers. In the Passion, he journeys from Jerusalem to God. His journey bears fruit as the Church journeys from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth, carrying on Jesus’ mission.

In the Gospel today, the Lord makes his first journey immediately after the Annunciation, as his mother “set out…in haste” to visit the mother of the Baptist. As the two mothers-to-be meet each other, there is an encounter between their unborn children as well. Elizabeth and the Baptist rejoice in their good fortune in being on stage at the coming of the Messiah.

And in a subsequent passage familiar to all ordained preachers: The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me. He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord's year of favor. (Luke 4: 18-19)

INTERCESSION FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
For all members of the Body of Christ: may we rejoice in the opportunity to encounter the risen Christ, especially in those who are lowly, and in those who are “on the move.”

Little Gidding (No. 4 of 'Four Quartets') –T. S. Elliott

We shall not cease from exploration

And the end of all our exploring

Will be to arrive where we started

And know the place for the first time.
 
AIM
· To assist the children in understanding that all of us have immigrants in our family tree.

· To educate the children about the many diverse celebrations of the birth of Jesus.

· To be welcoming to all people of God.

Read together Chapter 1:1 of Matthew. (With older students, read the entire genealogy and talk about the different people). This Gospel provides Jesus’ human origins as a descendant of Abraham.

Discuss

Who are your ancestors? What countries did your family come to America from? Do you know why your family came here? Do you know what an immigrant is?

Read together a story of the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. This journey was a very difficult journey. Mary rode a donkey and when they finally arrive in Bethlehem there was no room for them.

Discuss

Take some time to be thankful for the place where you live. Do you have your own room or do you have to share with someone else? There are people who come to America everyday who do not have places to live, food to eat or jobs so they can earn a living. How can you help them?
As we prepare for Christmas this year, we need to have room in our hearts for Jesus. His coming at Christmas reminds us of the story of his whole life, his death and his resurrection. Jesus had room in his heart for all people.

As we celebrate Christmas this year, let us pray that all those who are immigrants are welcomed in our country and treated with justice.

A PRAYER FOR IMMIGRANT JUSTICE 

Blessed are You, Lord God, 

King of all creation. 

Through Your goodness, we live in this land 

that You have so richly blessed. 

Help us always to recognize our 

Blessings come from You 

and remind us to share them 

with others, especially those who come 

to us  today from other lands. 

Help us to be generous, just, and welcoming, 

as You have been and are generous to us.

Look at some celebrations of Christmas from other cultures. Christmas Customs from many cultures can be found by going online to Google or Yahoo. A few explanations are listed here:

MEXICAN CUSTOMS

Posadas

Christmas for Mexicans, in traditional homes and rural areas, is a religious holiday. It is a celebration of the Nativity. This means the birthday of Our Lord Jesus. In order to prepare for the day of symbolic commemoration, we have the "Posadas". These celebrations are a "Novena" or nine days before the 24 which is the "Noche Buena" or "Holy Night". 

These Posadas are an enactment of looking for lodging of St. Joseph and Virgin Mary, called The Pilgrims going to Bethlehem for the Census according to the Scriptures. In Spanish we called them: "Los Peregrinos, San José y la Virgen María". Each family in a neighborhood, will schedule a night for the Posada to be held at their home, starting on the 16th of December and finishing on the 24th on Noche Buena. 

Every home will have a Nativity scene. The hosts of the home are the innkeepers, and the neighborhood children and adults are Los Peregrinos, who have to request lodging through singing a simple chant. All carry small lit candles in their hands and four teenagers of about the same height are chosen to carry Los Peregrinos, which are two small statues of St. Joseph leading a donkey, which Virgen Mary is riding sidesaddle. The head of the procession will have a candle inside of a paper lamp shade that looks like an accordion but open at the top and it is called a "Farolito" or little lantern.

The Peregrinos will ask for lodging in three different houses but only the third one will allow them in. That will be the house that is supposed to have the Posada for that evening. Once the innkeepers let them in, the group of guests comes into the home and kneels around the Nativity scene to pray the Rosary. The Rosary is a traditional Catholic prayer, which consists of the following prayers: 50 Hail Mary, 5 Our Father , 5 Glory and the Litany, which is a series of Praises for the Virgin Mary, plus singing traditional songs like Holy Night in Spanish of course! 

After all the prayer is done, then it comes the party for the children. There will be a Piñata, (pronounce Pignata, for it has an ñ instead of an n), filled with peanuts in the shell, oranges, tangerines, sugar canes, and seldom wrapped hard candy. Of course, there will be other types of chants the children will sing while the child in turn is trying to break the Piñata with a stick while he/she will be blindfolded.

On Noche Buena, December 24, everybody goes to Misa de Noche Buena which is at midnight. After the Mass, everyone goes to their respective homes to have dinner with family and any friend who does not have a family is always welcome to be part of a family celebration, and most important of all to place the Baby Jesus in the manger in the Nativity scene.

The presents are not received on Christmas, for Christmas is a celebration of Life of Our Savior. 

FILIPINO TRADITIONS

Simbang Gabi 

Simbang Gabi is one of the longest and most popular among the Filipino traditions in the country. It is when Catholic churches across the nation start to open their doors shortly before the break of dawn to welcome the faithful to the Simbang Gabi mass. 

Simbang Gabi or Mass at Dawn is a nine-day novena to the Blessed Mother. The novena begins December 16 as early as 4 in the morning and culminates with the “Misa de Gallo” on Christmas Eve to welcome the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. In some churches, the panuluyan is reenacted showing the effort of Joseph and Mary to find a suitable birthplace.

AFRICAN TRADITIONS

Kwanzaa

Kwanzaa is an African American and Pan-African holiday that celebrates family, community and culture. Celebrated from 26 December thru 1 January, its origins are in the first harvest celebrations of Africa from which it takes its name. The name Kwanzaa is derived from the phrase "matunda ya kwanza" which means "first fruits" in Swahili, a Pan-African language which is the most widely spoken African language. 


WEBSITES
The Catholic Campaign for Immigration Reform (poster, prayer cards, prayer service, music suggestions) www.justiceforimmigrants.org
Catholic Education Resource Center - www.catholiceducation.org
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (Migration & Refugee Services) - www.usccb.org/mrs
Strangers in a Strange Land: Exile, Immigration, Survival and Identity - http://peace.mennolink.org/articles/strangerland.html
Hospitality: Welcoming the Strangers Among Us - http://peace.mennolink.org/articles/immigyoder.html
Education for Justice - http://www.educationforjustice.org/bin/view.fpl/1069.html 

Website- membership required for materials

Our Sunday Visitor pamphlets, www.osv.com

What the Church Teaches: Immigration 

Catholic Update- St. Anthony Messenger Press, http://catalog.americancatholic.org/
Strangers No Longer 

Christmas Traditions around the World - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_worldwide
La Posadas - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Posadas
Holiday Traditions (Mexico) - www.californiamall.com/holidaytraditions/traditions-mexico.htm
Saint Juan Diego - www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=73
Our Lady of Guadalupe (Patron of the Americas) - www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=456
Saint Nicholas - www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=371
Saint Lucy - www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=75
Patron Saint of Immigrants – Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini - www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=278
BOOKS
Border of Death, Valley of Life, An Immigrant Journey of Heart and Spirit, Daniel G. Groody

A Concise Guide to Catholic Social Teaching, Kevin E. McKenna

A God of Incredible Surprises, Jesus of Galilee (2003), Virgilio Elizondo

Galilean Journey: The Mexican American Promise (8th edition, 2000), Virgilio Elizondo

Guadalupe: Mother of the New Creation, Virgilio Elizondo  

VIDEOS

Dying to Live – 30 minutes  

It is an outstanding educational tool that responds to the question, "Why illegal immigrants come to this country".  Many schools, universities (no only Catholics) around the country are using the DVD to educate audiences on immigration. For further information, please visit the website of the Institute for Latino Studies: Center for Latino Spirituality and Culture, University of Notre Dame - www.nd.edu/~latino/units/dying_video.htm
Faith and Justice – Justice for Immigrants –– 8-minute video by Alex Contreras (student at Columbia college) 

Coverage of 2006 rallies and marches in Chicago, actions and prayer services during the Lent season by the Priests for Justice for Immigrants. For further information, please contact Graciela Contreras at (847) 549-0163 or visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCImbPBBHvo 

The Stuff that Dreams are Made Off – A 15-minute documentary DVD produced by Abby Pierce, 2006 graduate of Loyola Academy, Wilmette, IL

This remarkable amateur film reveals the existence of undocumented immigrants within the Loyola Academy environment and chronicles the political awakening of a group of high school students who get involved in the immigration reform movement as a result. In its simple presentation of the issues and the devastating impact on the undocumented children who have grown up in the U.S., the film is a powerful and poignant tool in our education mission. For more information, please contact Greg Pierce at (847) 676-2282. 

Light in the Sand 
Stories from the USA and Mexico borders uses the power of theater to tell the personal stories of people affected by U.S./Mexico border migration. Through an hour-long collection of monologues and photos, audiences are exposed to a variety of points of view on this complex and critical issue. For further information, please visit http://www.crs.org/dramaproject/
Stranger No Longer – 25 minutes

This DVD portrays the immigrants’ struggles in this country and shows why the church needs to respond to this issue. For further information, please visit http://www.usccb.org/mrs/stranger.shtml 
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